
































http://www.westernrecycling.net/
https://cityofchubbuck.us/streets-sanitation/
https://www.pocatello.us/395/Recycling-Programs
https://www.energystar.gov/about/federal_tax_credits


https://www.inl.gov/
https://www.idahofallsidaho.gov/1162/Recycling


What is Soil?
Soil is made up of eroded rocks and organic matter (decaying plants and animals) where 

plants grow. The types of rocks and organisms from the area combined with conditions of 
the environment determine the type of soil you will find. 

Plants need certain materials and nutrients in the soil to grow 
big and strong, so it is very important to keep our soil healthy.

Groups at Fluor Idaho test soil at the INL Site to 
do just that! 

Become a scientist and test your own soil!

Step 1.
Find 2-3 different locations you 

can dig some soil (Get your 
parent’s permission first!)

Step 2.
Dig up different soil types. Take 

some from the top layer and then 
dig deeper to get layers further 
down in the ground. Take 1 - 2 

handfuls of soil from each location. 

Step 3.
Set the different soil types on different 
pieces of paper. Use your tools and 
the questions to the right to observe 

what you see in the soil.

Use the following questions to 
help make your observations 

about the soils

-What color is the soil?
-Does the soil feel gritty or 
smooth?
-Is the soil crumbly or clumpy?
-Does the soil have rocks, 
leaves or sticks in it?
-Can you squish the soil?
-Did you find any contaminants, 
like trash, in your soil?
-Do you think this soil is good 
for plants to grow in? 

Soil testing can be done to make sure the soil is full 
of good materials and nutrients and not full of bad 

material like contaminants.

There are 5 different soil layers

Organic Matter

Surface Soil

Subsoil

Parent Rock

Bedrock

What You Will Need

-White paper or 
card stock

-Small shovel or spoon

-Magnifying Glass

-Tweezers

-Strainer 

(Optional)
-Paper Cups
-Plant Seeds

Step 4. (Optional)
Using small paper cups, plant 

seeds in each type of soil and see 
which soil the plants grow in best!

SEEDS

What did you learn from 
your experiment with 

the different soils?



Come Hang with Our Gang! 
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Your Idaho Falls mo has 17 African penguins and works with other zoos 
and aquariums, as well as SANCCOB, a conservation organization in 
Cape Town, to save these magnificent birds from extinction. 
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The Museum of Idaho has undergone an incredible metamorphosis!  
Just like a caterpillar transforming into a butterfly, the entire 
makeup of the organism known as the Museum of Idaho has 
changed!  The new exhibit Animal inside Out by Body Worlds is a 
world-class show.  It presents animals in a way you’ve never seen 
them before or ever will again!  The museum’s permanent 
collection has been redesigned in such a way that it brings Idaho 
Falls past to life with its new Way Out West show.  An informative 
and entertaining look from the past to the present of those who 
called the area home.

Students & teachers can experience these incredible exhibits as 
part of summer workshops hosted by the Museum of Idaho and 
ESER (Environmental Surveillance, Education, and Research).  Due 
to ongoing recovery from the Covid-19 Pandemic, the scheduling 
for the workshops will be a little different this year.  For details 
about workshop topics, times, and registration visit:

museumofidaho.org

Something incredible happened in 
Idaho Falls while you were staying safe 
at home during the pandemic!
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